
MINUTES OF THE LEWISTON ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 

REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING 

Monday, July 20, 2020 

(AS CORRECTED) 

 

 
Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, a regular meeting of the Lewiston EDA, this 20th Day of July, 2020 

at 5:15 p.m. 

The following members were present: Chair, Jon Nienow; Mayor Beth Carlson; City Council, Carol Boynton; 

Commissioner Russ Buege, Nick Ebnet, Charlie Matzke, and Caleb Dahl. 

Absent: All present 

Also Present: City Administrator, Cheryl Knight; EDA Coordinator/CEDA Representative, Donna Mack; 

Councilman Larry Rupprecht 

CALL TO ORDER & ROLL CALL: Electronic meeting called to order at 5:15 p.m. by Chair, Jon C. Nienow by roll 

call. 

BUSINESS AND FINANCIAL REPORT: Motion to approve N. Ebnet, Second by C. Boynton. All members voting 

aye by roll call. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS: Caleb Dahl listed as present and absent. Mr. Dahl was 

absent at the June 15th EDA Board meeting. Motion to approve by C. Boynton with change, Second by C. 

Matzke. All members voting aye by roll call. 

ANNEXATION: A memo was written for City Council for December 26, 2019 on behalf of the EDA. Councilman 

Rupprecht prepared a rebuttal memo which was reviewed by Cheryl Knight, City Administrator and Jon 

Nienow, EDA Chair. At that time, the decision was made to pull the memo from City Council consideration. 

Further discussion was held regarding the memo by Knight, Nienow, Rupprecht and Donna Mack. Due to the 

peacetime emergency with the pandemic, the annexation was put on hold in March 2020. The annexation 

question was brought back to the EDA for discussion and finalization at the June 2020 regular EDA meeting. 

The EDA Board discussed inviting Councilman Larry Rupprecht to the July EDA meeting, which they did. 

One of the issues on the memo was how water charges and maintenance is being billed. Mr. Rupprecht 

clarified that it is important to understand the water fund is considered an enterprise fund and is basically a 

stand-alone business. The sewer is funded in the same way, as a stand-alone business, also in an enterprise 

fund. Revenues going into both the water and sewer funds pay the expenses for each system. There is a 

general fund transfer to the sewer fund. Sunnyside Addition property owners pay for water at the same rate as 

every property owner within the City of Lewiston. To charge them extra would require the City to justify the 

increased amount. 

A second topic on the Memo regarded the need to annex Sunnyside Addition, and other parcels surrounding 

the City. Discussion in 2019 was the need for the City to have developable land for City growth and expansion. 

This would grow the tax base for the City. There are a number of businesses that abut the City and look like 

they are part of the City but are not. They certainly could become part of the City in the future. There is 

developable land around within the City which could be part of future annexation plans. 



After much discussion, the conclusion is that there is approximately 100 acres surrounding within the City that 

can be used for development. Some is farmland and would need to be zoned residential and/or industrial. A 

question was whether some of the landowners would sell at a reasonable market value. This will be seen 

when a developer seeks to purchase property for development. 

Further discussion continued regarding (A) ceasing the annexation of the Sunnyside region and (B) will future 

annexation be required when a request for water and/or sewer maintenance comes from that area? The 

Sunnyside Addition and the parcels that were in this annexation discussion will need to formally request to be 

annexed if the EDA and City chooses to cease annexation at this time. (C) Would approval from all property 

owners in this area be needed if a request should come to the City Council? Commissioners did not feel they 

had adequate time to review the December annexation memo and Rupprecht’s reply memo. The 

Commissioners chose to continue this discussion at the August EDA meeting. 

The annexation discussion questions of whether to cease the annexation and if any water-sewer request 

would require annexation of all properties, will continue at the EDA August Regular Monthly Meeting. 

FAÇADE IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM: GBL, owner of the prior Cardinal Nest building submitted a Façade 

Improvement Application and was approved by the EDA earlier in the year. The application has been on hold 

due to outstanding liabilities owed to the City. The application will be removed from active list, as this property 

was sold by GBL and has new owners. 

National Chemical Inc. (NCI) has requested an extension on their façade grant due to COVID-19. They 

understand if the EDA would choose to remove their application, they would appreciate the opportunity to 

reapply. Motion to extend the application agreement to June 1, 2021 by C. Matzke and seconded by N. Ebnet. 

All voted aye by roll call. 

UPDATE LEWISTON PRAIRIE TRAILS PARK: Charlie Matzke updated the EDA board on the park. Matzke, along 

with Mark Reisetter, Erik Fredberg and Nick Ebnet have been working on the prairie fields and trails. The Board 

and City thanked them for their volunteer work. Ms. Barb Marchwick recently donated a bench in memory and 

honor of her husband, Dave. Residents are offering a lot of good feedback and are excited to be using the park 

and excited to learn more about it. N. Ebnet created a Facebook page for the new park and reported there are 

178 members in the group, and it has only been live for three days. C. Matzke stated people need to be 

informed where to park. Wood was cut down to designate parking areas and to use the logs for markers, but 

some people have taken the wood pieces. The entrance sign and welcome signs have arrived but need to be 

installed. City Council approved to take down the No Trespassing signs, and they were removed immediately. 

Ms. Mack reported the Prairie Trails Park was not awarded funding from AARP Community Funds. The request 

was for $10,200. There were 2,800 applicants, so unfortunately there were not enough funds for all applicants. 

C. Matzke reported they are tracking volunteer hours for future grant applications. After the spring burn at the 

prairie, rare native flowers have grown back-generally not seen in Minnesota. The seeds can be harvested this 

fall. There is a lot of milkweed in the fields which are drawing numerous butterflies. Also, the group is trying to 

keep the park as natural as possible, but they would like a picnic table, shelter, and education materials to be 

available there. Mr. Matzke welcomed anyone to help if interested. Caleb Dahl volunteered along with his 

equipment. Mark Reisetter has people wanting to donate and Cheryl Knight has set up a City revenue account 

for donations. 

A question of pets being allowed at the park was asked. It was decided to follow the City park rules. All dogs 

must be on a leash and properly managed by their owner. Also, as it is a nature park, do not harm wildlife and 

bring doggie bags to clean up after your pet. 



UPDATE FARMERS MARKET AT CROSSINGS CENTER: The EDA board approved to sponsor the Farmer’s Market 

for the month of July. On July 15 and July 29, the EDA will pay $2.00 back to Crossings Center for each pizza 

sold during the Farmer’s Market. On July 29th, Charlie Matzke would like to have an EDA table with a power 

point presentation on a TV furnished by Joel Hennessy. Matzke will create the power point presentation 

showing the many projects the EDA has completed and are currently working on. Jon Nienow, Nick Ebnet and 

Caleb Dahl volunteered to work at the EDA booth on the 29th. 

PARKS, TRAILS and BEAUTIFICATION: Ms. Mack asked the board if they would like to bring the Parks, Trails 

and Beautification (PTB) committee back to the EDA. With the Cedar Park project Ms. Mack is assisting with, 

the Prairie Trails Park, the Adopt a Park program created by Mack, it seems to be a good fit. Ms. Mack 

attended two PTB meetings last fall, and there does not seem to be any interest from the residents. 

Councilman Lavey was the only person to attend the second meeting with Ms. Mack. Jon Nienow, EDA Chair 

asked if the Parks Trails and Beautification committee has a separate budget or would this affect the EDA funds 

if we work with the PTB? C. Knight stated the City does not levy tax dollars for PTB, but possibly with parks 

getting up and rolling maybe we could have PTB be under the supervision of the EDA. Knight explained 

beautification funding is under the General Fund budget, and Parks is under the public works department, also 

a General Fund budget item. Mayor Carlson felt the EDA could bring back the Trails to the EDA. She also feels 

that the EDA is trying to accomplish so much, and working so hard, and feels we need to finish some projects 

before adding more work to the EDA. 

The Parks and Beautification committees will remain with the City and Public Works. 

Further discussion continued regarding Trails becoming a part of the EDA. It was asked if there is a Trail Plan 

and funding for the trails. C. Knight will discuss with City Council regarding trail funds. There is a plan that was 

being worked on with Winona County and then it ended. The last Trail committee lost interest when Winona 

County dropped out of the meetings. Russ Buege was on this committee. He stated people need something to 

do, not just sit at meetings. C. Dahl motioned to bring Trails back to the EDA and create a subcommittee within 

the EDA to focus on the Trails. This subcommittee will bring their information to the EDA for approval before 

going to City Council. Seconded by C. Boynton. When the City Council approves Trails going to the EDA, a 

subcommittee will then be arranged and a lead person will be decided by the subcommittee. It was agreed an 

EDA member needs to be on the subcommittee. All members voted aye by roll call. 

ADOPT A PARK: C. Boynton stated she had approximately 20 people interested in the Adopt a Park program 

last fall. Boynton will reach out to these people to see if they remain interested. The Adopt a Park program will 

go to City Council to be approved. Once approved, applications will be mailed out to them to complete and 

return. The Adopt a Park program will give the community a sense of ownership to their neighborhood and 

community. It will also help Public Works with some of the labor. 

UPDATE EDA PROPERTY (295 East Main Street) – At the time of the meeting the bank had not given the City 

keys to the building. Mr. Lee had items still in the building and stated he would remove them by tomorrow 

(July 21). On Friday, July 24th the City will change the locks. J. Nienow has spoken with two potential buyers of 

the property. These interested parties would like to purchase an empty lot and construct a new building. 

Neither party is interested in demolishing the building. Ms. Mack offered to present the DEED demolition 

program to the board at the August meeting. 

CORONAVIRUS RELIEF FUND- CARES ACT: C. Knight is working with the personnel subcommittee to provide 

recommendations to the City Council on how to spend this money. Knight has filed the paperwork to receive 

the funds. The City of Lewiston will receive approximately $114,000. The EDA board decided due to the fast 



turn-around time and the numerous legalities of this funding to leave the creation of guidelines and 

applications to the City. No motion needed by the EDA. 

UPDATE MINNESOTA HOUSING PARTNERSHIP-HOUSING INSTITUTE: The first Housing Institute Peer to Peer 

Training will be a virtual meeting on Tuesday, July 28th. The City of Lewiston’s team will have 14 members. 

They are Beth Carlson, Carol Lange Nowak, Cheryl Knight, Craig Porter, Derek Lee, Dwayne Ostrem, Jim 

Vrchota, Kyle Rupprecht, Patricia Matzke-Engrav, Russ Buege, Ryan Good, Shawn Kennedy-Lee, Sue Haedtke 

Kieffer and Donna Mack. 

This is an 18-month program, ending in October of 2021. All meetings will be virtual during the peacetime 

emergency. The last meeting October/November 2021, MHP is hopeful it will be an in-person meeting. D. 

Mack believes the program will move quickly for Lewiston because some of the groundwork is already 

complete. To have property owners willing to sell land for housing development is a big plus for our 

community. Other communities do not have land available, let alone owners willing to sell. 

A discussion was had of inviting the potential property owners that are interested in housing development to 

the housing institute. With advice from two MHP staff members, city officials and the EDA board it was 

decided there may be a conflict of interest with landowners attending as a team member. It was decided to 

have one team member be a contact for each potential landowner if the landowners are interested in being 

updated monthly on the progress of the Housing Institute (HI-7). It may be more than one team member, but 

each landowner needs to be updated regularly. If we only update the five potential landowners that have 

reached out to the City for housing development, we are aware we may risk missing someone. The Board 

chose to reach out to every landowner that is adjacent to the City and to keep the communication open. There 

will be no reason for a property owner to feel they need to defend their property; the City is looking for 

opportunities which may benefit the landowner. Therefore, as a City we want to keep them informed 

regarding housing in Lewiston. Those that are interested in housing development on their property will work 

directly with the City and the developers to take the normal steps in housing development. The Housing 

Institute is a training program for the community team to gain knowledge of how to develop housing in the 

City. 

WINONA COUNTY SHIP: It was brought to Ms. Mack’s attention Lewiston Public Works does not do concrete 

work. This would be an added expense to the Bike Fix It Stations for South Park and the Dog Park. C. Matzke 

offered to request a donation from his employer, Lewiston Monument, to pour the two cement slabs or 

donate granite slabs. The EDA board approved moving forward with two bike fix it stations for a grant 

application to Winona County SHIP with the understanding the cement slab expense will be donated. 

CEDA COORDINATOR UPDATE: A written report by D. Mack was included in the meeting packet. Due to the 

length of the meeting, it was suggested the Board members read the report at their convenience. 

WALK-ON ITEMS: None 

ADJOURN: motioned to adjourn, N. Ebnet, second by C. Matzke, with all members voting aye by roll call. 

Meeting adjourned at 7:40 pm. 

Next EDA meeting to be Monday, August 17, 2020 @ 5:15 p.m. 

Notes Submitted by: Donna Mack, Lewiston EDA Coordinator, CEDA 


