
MINUTES OF THE LEWISTON ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 

REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING 

Monday, September 21, 2020 

 

 
Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, a regular meeting of the Lewiston EDA, this 21st Day of September, 

2020 at 5:15 p.m. 

The following members were present: Chair, Jon Nienow; Commissioner Nick Ebnet, Charlie Matzke, Beth 

Carlson, Russ Buege, Carol Boynton, and Caleb Dahl. 

Absent: None 

Also Present: City Administrator, Cheryl Knight; EDA Coordinator/CEDA Representative, Donna Mack, 

Mitch Massman, Ron Zeigler; Guests Patti and Gregg Reick 

CALL TO ORDER & ROLL CALL: Electronic meeting called to order at 5:17 p.m. by Chair, Jon C. Nienow by roll 

call. 

BUSINESS AND FINANCIAL REPORT: Motion to approve by C. Matzke, Second by B. Carlson. All members 

voting aye by roll call. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS: Motion to approve by C. Matzke, Second by N. Ebnet. 

All members voting aye by roll call. 

CORRECTION OF MEETING MINUTES FROM 7/20/20: Correction of quote by Council Member Rupprecht to 

state “developable land within the City”. Motion to approve by N. Ebnet, Second by B. Carlson. All members 

voting aye by roll call.  

SKITTERDOO ENTERPRISES – PATTI AND GREGG REICK: Donna introduced Patti and Gregg Reick, owners of 

Fluoramics. The Reick’s are seeking assistance in finding businesses to lease office space they own behind 

Rislow Service Center. D. Mack and board will work on distributing the flyer that Patti created to entice 

potential renters.  

Reick’s stated that this space could be a good location for manufacturing or office space. D. Mack proposed 

reaching out to Riverside Electronics to see if they would be interested in expanding their operation into the 

space. 

CEDA STAFFING: Announcement of D. Mack resignation effective October 1st. The EDA board will be working 

with Ron Zeigler to find a CEDA staff member to replace Donna. Jon thanked Donna for all of her hard work 

and time spent helping the community grow. Donna will be working to assist Mitch Massman transition into 

taking over as the CEDA representative for Lewiston. Cheryl thanked Donna for all of her work.  

Ron thanked Donna for her work in Lewiston and notified the board that CEDA has a transition plan in place 

with Mitch Massman coming in on an interim basis. Mitch Massman introduced himself to the board.  

295 E MAIN ST DEMOLITION BIDS: The EDA board has received two bids for the demolition and removal of the 

demolition debris. Asbestos inspection, tests, and permits will be the responsibility of the EDA. Potter proposal 

covered with topsoil and seeded is included for an additional $1500. J. Nienow stated that this will likely be 

needed as the property has not been sold and they are not sure when it will be.  

C. Knight asked if the EDA will be pursuing a grant for the demolition in the spring. D. Mack advised to check 

with the CEDA rep in the spring as there will be no information until February 2021 for the DEED grant. D. 

Mack and board discussed concerns over $10,000 difference in proposals from the two contractors. D. Mack 



suggested to ask Curt Benter to provide more specifics on the difference in the bids for the next EDA meeting. 

B. Carlson and board discussed how long the bid is good for. J. Nienow suggested that a small down payment 

might be required to hold the bid amount. At this time, there might be one potential buyer, but this buyer will 

not do the demolition. C. Knight requested that Mitch research the DEED grant in February 2021 and to see if 

the grant match would be affected if the EDA board put a down payment on the bid to lock in the price. J. 

Nienow will research any asbestos removal, if necessary.  

N. Ebnet questioned if the EDA would have to pay the taxes on the property. C. Knight confirmed that the EDA 

has already paid the taxes. J. Nienow asked if the EDA owned the property next year if it would become tax 

exempt. C. Knight said that yes, it would be tax exempt.  

FAÇADE APPLICATION – RECREATION BAR & CAFÉ: Application for the façade grant was received. The Rec is 

replacing an entry door and replacing the door jam, trim and lock. The estimated cost of the project is $1,342 

and they are asking for $500. Motion to approve the grant by N. Ebnet, Second by C. Matzke. All members 

voting aye by roll call.  

TRAILS SUBCOMMITTEE: Erik Fredberg is planning a seed harvest date on September 29th at 5:30 to harvest 

all-natural seed to replant and reestablish areas that need assistance. Eagle Scout organization is researching 

and potentially doing some signage around the park. Lions Club is also researching how and what they can do 

to invest in a potential pavilion among other things in the Lewiston area. The subcommittee is working on 

condensing what they would like to see in the park to not overcrowd it and keep it as natural as possible.  

C. Matzke looking into putting together photos from the park and putting them into a calendar to sell as a 

fundraising effort. The Facebook page that has been established has taken off and is running efficiently with a 

lot of good reviews.  

D. Mack discussing putting together a subcommittee between EDA commissioners and members of the public 

to create a subcommittee under the EDA. C. Knight and J. Nienow suggested that the EDA board utilize 

Facebook to look for volunteers to be part of the subcommittee. Board decided that a 5-member committee 

would be ideal and merge it with the current committee. They currently have three members and will search 

for two more members through Facebook.  

D. Mack suggested the first project of the subcommittee should be to contact the County to have them look at 

the trails and see what they can do to help. Also, they should investigate DNR grants. J. Nienow and D. Mack 

have been working to get lighting behind the school on the bike trail. They have already requested funds from 

MiEnergy and are waiting on an estimate, Covid-19 has interrupted this process. J. Nienow will follow up to see 

where the contractor is at with the estimate. D. Mack will forward her draft letter to MiEnergy to Jon and 

Mitch.  

R. Buege and J. Nienow discussed trail signs as part of the safe routes to school grant. EDA would like to mark 

the trails better and adding wayfinding signs for the Prairie Trails Park was discussed. The city owns the road 

out to the park and could put signs there to avoid getting the county involved on County Road 29.  

LEWISTON PRAIRIE TRAILS PARK – GRANT OPPORTUNITIES: D. Mack suggested grant opportunities including 

the Mn Dept of Agriculture noxious weed grant for fiscal year 2021. Grant is due by 4:00pm October 15th. Also, 

the Winona Community Foundation grant, which opens for application in January 2021; the Webster and 

Marcella Fischer Family foundation, which accepts grants year-round. Winona County SHIP might be a 

possibility as well. D. Mack to forward Mn DA grant information to Mitch.  

MINNESOTA MANUFACTURER’S MONTH – OCTOBER 2020: J. Nienow suggested certificates of appreciation to 

the manufacturers in town in recognition of Minnesota Manufacturer’s Month. J. Nienow will hand deliver the 

certificates to the four businesses mentioned.  

CEDA REPORT: D. Mack suggested that the EDA look at putting an ad in the paper to thank and support the 



manufacturers or other small businesses or new businesses. This would be a good way to support the local 

paper and businesses.  

Community foundation – Brein Maki does not have time right now to work on organizing this but is still 

interested in pursuing it. She is ok with this being tabled until 2021.  

Federal EDA Grant – information will be transferred to Mitch.  

MN Housing Partnership – Hi-7 is moving forward. D. Mack thanked the members of the team for their work 

on this project. The next meeting is on October 6th. D. Mack expressed that it is important that the community 

team members take ownership of this partnership to help promote housing developing. Mitch will help keep 

the EDA involved in the steps of this partnership.  

Façade Program – Hair Salon, Flags International, and Crossing Center have been given a September 30th 

deadline to submit final payment request. If it is not completed by then they will need to reapply. National 

Chemical’s grant was extended until June 1, 2021. Harlan and Penny Wilson have an application in process. 

D. Mack discussed grants that were awarded from Winona SHIP (for bike fixit stations) and Webster and 

Marcella Fischer Family Foundation (for Cedar Park) in the amounts of $3,069 and $10,160, respectively.  

C. Knight requested D. Mack to send Federal EDA grant information to her, as well as to Mitch in order to look 

into other potential grants for EMS.  

WALK-ON ITEMS: C. Knight brought forward a conversation from the August meeting about the City’s CEDA 

contract. N. Ebnet had reviewed the tasks completed by CEDA from 2019-2020.  

Discussed who will be taking over doing the meeting minutes. J. Nienow brought up to potentially hire 

someone. Tabled until October meeting.  

ADJOURN: Motion to adjourn by C. Boynton, second by B. Carlson, with all members voting aye by roll 

call. Meeting adjourned at ______ pm. 

Next EDA meeting to be Monday, October 19, 2020 @ 5:15 p.m. 

 

Notes Submitted by:   Cheryl A. Knight, City Administrator 


