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Lewiston City Council 
Council Meeting Minutes 

July 24, 2019 

Lewiston City Hall – 7:00 P.M. 

 
 

1. Call to Order 

City Council Meeting called to order by Mayor Beth Carlson at 7:02 pm July 24, 2019.  

2. Pledge of Allegiance 

3. Roll Call 

Present (5): Mayor Beth Carlson, Councilor Niles Lavey, Councilor Larry Rupprecht, Councilor 

Dan Roberton and Councilor Carol Boynton. Not Present (0) 

Others present: City Administrator/Clerk Cheryl Knight, Ambulance Director Matt Essig, Cable 

Coordinator Robert Pack, Bryan Holtz, Lewiston Lions Club President John Merchlewitz and 

Secretary Barb Ernster, and Courteney Jacobs. 

4. Agenda- Changes and additions 

Mayor Carlson requested to move #15.2 Committee Updates/Planning and Zoning to Council 

Concerns, #17.1.  

Councilor Roberton motioned for approval of the Agenda with said changes. Seconded by Councilor 

Rupprecht. Approved 5-0. 

5. Adopt Consent Agenda  

A. Regular Council Meeting Minutes- July 10, 2019  

B. Accounts Payable 

C. Accounts Payable 2 

D. EDA Facade Grant Program- The Crossings Center 

E. EDA Facade Grant Program- Flags and Poles International 

Mayor Carlson motioned to adopt the consent agenda as presented. Seconded by Councilor Roberton. 

Approved 5-0.   

6. Citizens’ Concerns- None                  

7. Presentation from the Lewiston Lions Club- John Merchlewitz, President 

Mr. Merchlewitz was not yet in attendance at the meeting, so we will come back to this item.  

8. Project Discussion- Bryan Holtz 

Mr. Holtz discussed the current street project. The project is moving along rapidly and is going 

well. The first layer of blacktop on the streets is projected for somewhere between August 1st to 
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August 5th. The utility investigation for the next round of potential street projects-namely: North 

Fremont, West Main, Circle Pines area, the west part of Riverside Drive, East Street, and Linden 

Street, along with potential alleyways is being done. The City assessment policy is not clear 

about alleyways-and might need to be amended or clarified. Holtz received a quote from Roto-

Rooter for televising the sanitary sewer main (5,500 feet at $1.10/foot) in the amount of $6,050. 

This is the only way to determine if the sewer infrastructure is good or needs to be replaced when 

the street work is done.  

Councilor Rupprecht motioned for approval of the quote from Roto-Rooter in the amount of $6,050 to 

televise the sanitary sewers on the above listed streets. Seconded by Councilor Roberton. Approved 5-

0. 

Roto-Rooter can do the televising work in August, so Holtz will return this completed report to 

City Council in September. This will be a road map to the remaining street projects and costs and 

will also include maintenance on the existing streets.   

9. MN DOT LRIP Grant Agreement- Updated- Bryan Holtz 

Holtz stated the City had been waiting for this agreement to be signed by MN DOT before being 

sent to the City. Council approved this grant agreement on May 22, 2019, but the MN DOT 

signed agreement never showed up. Per David Kramer, Winona County Engineer, we should 

sign this updated agreement and send it to MN DOT for their signature. The updates made were 

to the total project costs from the bid award, but the grant amount of $750,000 did not change.  

10. Ambulance Department-Quote for new Toughbook (CIP Funded)- Matt Essig 

Ambulance Director Essig stated the quote for a new Toughbook was in the handouts tonight. 

The current Toughbook is eight (8) years old. The CIP fund had $4,000 listed for a new 

Toughbook, but the current quote is $4,077.48. Essig requested the extra $77.48.  

Councilor Roberton motioned for approval of the Ambulance Department to purchase a Panasonic 

Toughbook 33 in the amount of $4,077.48. Seconded by Councilor Boynton. Approved 5-0. 

11. Resolution 2019-13 Accepting of Donation from the Lewiston Volunteer Fire Co- Tim Dahl 

City Administrator/Clerk Cheryl Knight stated that Chief Dahl was not in attendance, but this 

donation of $12,000 was received from the Lewiston Volunteer Fire Company. Knight requested 

Council accept the donation which was earmarked towards a future fire vehicle.  

Councilor Boynton motioned for approval of Resolution 2019-13, accepting the donation from the 

Lewiston Volunteer Fire Company in the amount of $12,000. Seconded by Mayor Carlson. Approved 

5-0. 
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12. PeopleService Monthly Report- James Creaghe 

Knight stated that Mr. Creaghe was not in attendance, nor was his supervisor, Herb Krueger. The 

report was in the agenda packet, and if there were any questions on the report, she would forward 

them to Mr. Creaghe for a reply. There were no questions.   

13. Potential Refunding of GO Bonds 2012A- Mike Bubany 

Knight included the email from the City’s financial advisor, Mike Bubany, in the agenda packet. 

Mr. Bubany states there is the potential to refund the 2012A Sewer Bonds into a new bond issue 

and save $52,000 in present value dollars, provided the rates remain favorable. This savings 

would benefit the sewer fund. Bubany requests that Resolution 2019-14 get approved so if the 

triggers to the refunding are met, Mayor Carlson and City Administrator/Clerk Knight are 

authorized to sign documents.   

14. Resolution 2019-14 Approving the Issuance of up to $1,760,000 of GO Sewer Revenue 

Refunding Bonds 

Councilor Rupprecht motioned for approval of Resolution 2019-14, Approving the Issuance of up to 

$1,760,000 GO Sewer Revenue Refunding Bonds. Seconded by Councilor Rupprecht. Approved 5-0. 

15. Committee Updates-  

15..1. EMS Building Committee- Matt Essig 

Director Essig requested approval from the Council for a video to be made by Zach Rinn in the 

amount of $800, highlighting deficiencies of the current fire building, even though Essig is 

authorized for that level of expenditure.  

Mayor Carlson motioned for approval of Zach Rinn creating a video for the EMS Building committee 

in the amount of $800. Seconded by Councilor Rupprecht. Approved 5-0. 

Essig stated that firms are interested in the new building, but once they hear there is no current 

funding for a building, they are not so interested. Another firm replied today about remodeling 

the current building, so that will need further investigating.  

7. Presentation from the Lewiston Lions Club- John Merchlewitz, President 

Mr. Merchlewitz explained what the Lewiston Lions Club does in the community and wants to 

work more closely with and partner with the Lewiston City Council. (98% of all donations go 

back out to the community.) Councilor Rupprecht mentioned the North Park pavilion demo and 

rebuild (that Kwik Trip might be a potential grantor for) as a possible future project. The Lions 

Club can connect with the EDA Administrator and the City Administrator to explore future 

opportunities.  
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16. City Administrator Report- Cheryl Knight 

The new City digital sign will be installed on site next week.  

16..1. Building Security Concerns- Safety door- Knight said that Councilor Roberton and she 

have not met yet on this concern. Knight and Roberton will arrange a meeting with Ban-Koe 

Company.  

17. Additional Council Concerns- 

Councilor Rupprecht inquired about the upcoming budget. Mayor Carlson suggested moving the 

City Council meeting to 6:00pm and holding a budget discussion immediately after the City 

Council meeting, as has been done in the past. Knight requested holding the first budget 

discussion on August 28, 2019. Council approved.  

 

Mayor Carlson motioned to recess this meeting to continue the Planning and Zoning meeting.  

Seconded by Councilor Rupprecht. Approved 5-0. The time is 7:45pm.  

 

 

Mayor Carlson motioned to reconvene the City Council meeting.  Seconded by Councilor Rupprecht. 

Approved 5-0. The time is 8:03pm.  

 

Councilor Rupprecht stated that the final conclusion by Planning and Zoning (with approval by 

the building’s owner, Mitchell Walch) is that there will be 4 apartments, 7 bedrooms, and 6 

parking spaces across the front of the building (on the premises). Should the tenants be unable to 

park on the premises, they are to address it with Mr. Walch, the property owner, directly or come 

to City Hall. This will help alleviate the congestion on Harrison Street and the municipal lot 

across the street. Allowing the multi-family apartments in this building will not change the 

nature of the neighborhood. 

Councilor Rupprecht motioned for approval of the zoning amendment (map) to change PID 

25.090.0130 at 100 Harrison Street (the former Clinic Bldg.) from B-2 (general business district) to R-

2 (multi-family residential). Seconded by Councilor Lavey. Approved 5-0.  
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Mayor Carlson mentioned the potential sale of the old City Hall building has the 

recommendation from Planning and Zoning that it is in keeping with the City of Lewiston 

Comprehensive Plan, and recommend the sale to go thru.  

Mayor Carlson motioned for approval of the sale of PID 25.070.0250, the old City Hall building, at 

100 Harrison Street, which is in keeping with the City of Lewiston Comprehensive Plan. Seconded by 

Councilor Roberton. Approved 5-0.  

Mayor Carlson mentioned the potential purchase of the property located at 295 Main Street East 

has the recommendation from Planning and Zoning that it is in keeping with the City of 

Lewiston Comprehensive Plan and recommend the purchase to go thru. The EDA is wanting to 

purchase this property to a start to revitalize the downtown. Councilor Rupprecht mentioned this 

building was formerly Randy Lee’s wood processing business, and before that it was Cliff 

Pierce’s various service stations. The parcel will be owned by the EDA on behalf of the City and 

it will be available at some point in the future for sale, either with or without the building.  

Mayor Carson motioned for approval of the EDA purchase of PID 25.055.0550 at 295 Main Street E, 

which is in keeping with the City of Lewiston Comprehensive Plan. Seconded by Councilor Roberton. 

Approved 5-0.  

 

 

 

Councilor Roberton motioned to adjourn the Council Meeting. Seconded by Mayor Carlson. Approved 

5-0. 

 

The Council Meeting was adjourned at 8:13 pm on July 24, 2019. 

 

Submitted By: 
Cheryl A. Knight 
City Administrator/Clerk           


