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Lewiston City Council 
Special Council Meeting Minutes 

Work Session-Garbage Haulers 

January 24, 2019  

Lewiston City Hall – 5:30 P.M. 

 
 

1. Call to Order 

City Council Meeting called to order by Mayor Beth Carlson at 5:41 pm January 24, 2019.  

2. Roll Call 

Present (3): Mayor Beth Carlson, Councilman Dan Roberton, and Councilman Bryce Lange. Not 

Present (2) Councilman Larry Rupprecht and Councilman Niles Lavey.  

Others present: City Administrator/Clerk Cheryl Knight. 

 

Mayor Carlson discussed her change of opinion about organized collection. She reached out to 

two engineers regarding the pavement and how fast garbage trucks would deteriorate the newly 

(to be paved) streets and the existing streets. Restricting the traffic to only one garbage truck per 

week will not affect the deterioration of the street. The freeze/thaw cycle mainly affects the 

streets. Also, performing maintenance on the new streets by seal coating and filling cracks will 

help extend its life. The opinion that organized collection would help extend the life of the City 

streets is not accurate.  

Councilor Lange stated the main reasons for organized collection as determined in previous 

meetings was not so much a safety issue, as it was less wear and tear on the streets, and cost 

savings to the residents.  

Regarding saving money for the residents-Mayor Carlson stated each resident now can choose 

among the five licensed haulers and by removing their choice are we over-regulating them? 

Councilor Lange said other communities pay half of what Lewiston residents currently pay, and 

they add the charge to their local bills. This was a big reason to consider organized collection.  

Councilor Lange also brought up an additional benefit idea of a spring and/or fall cleanup day 

where a roll-of can be brought to Lewiston for residents to use for disposal of items. Councilor 

Roberton and City Administrator/Clerk Knight were in favor of this idea of City clean-up day, 

with or without organized collection, with possibly the City paying for this roll-of container. 

Lewiston can either go out for bid or check with vendors in Winona for this container. Mayor 

Carlson discussed what the City of Chatfield does-named Trash and Treasure Days. This is 
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conducted during the city-wide garage sales. What doesn’t sell goes out to the curb along with 

what else isn’t wanted, and the residents can go up and down the streets to see what everyone has 

out and can take anything they see if they so choose.  Further discussion followed. Knight 

questioned whether there were any zone creation issues? None identified. This organized 

collection could standardize service among the residents. The cost could be either added to the 

water and sewer billings or put on the annual levy. A question by Knight is who would take calls 

regarding the customer service issues? Admin staff or the rubbish haulers? Councilor Lange 

thinks this process eliminates the process of competition among the haulers. Knight stated the 

recommendation from this work session to the full Council can be to discontinue this process. 

Mayor Carlson asked “is there enough benefit to the citizens that warrants us to do this?” 

Perhaps not-but the cleanup day is something that would benefit the City. Knight will follow up 

with Public Works Director Curt Benter for this clean up day. Discussion of curb pickup versus 

bringing items to a central location. More discussion.  

Councilors Lange, Roberton, and Mayor Carlson are in favor of doing a spring and fall clean up 

and discontinuing the rubbish haulers organized collection process. This process will not save 

wear-and-tear on the streets, nor will it necessarily reduce prices for the residents. Mayor Carlson 

again brought up the safety issue-but should issues come up again the City can discuss them 

directly with the rubbish haulers.   

Discussion followed about when the City could potentially hold the spring clean up day. Mayor 

Carlson wondered when the 100 mile garage sale happens and it is May 3, 4, and 5th.  

City Administrator/Clerk Knight stated she will forward to full Council that this work session 

recommends that the organized collection process be discontinued.  

 

 

Mayor Carlson motioned to adjourn the Special Council Meeting work session on garbage haulers. 

Seconded by Councilor Roberton. Approved 3-0. 

 

The Council Meeting was adjourned at 6:22 pm on January 24, 2019. 

 

Submitted By: 

Cheryl A. Knight 

City Administrator/Clerk           


